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AWARD RECIPIENTS  

 
  

 
ANTHROPOLOGY & SOCIOLOGY 
 

-Anthropology Program 
 
 

Franz Boas Award 
 

Cassidy D. Merkle 
 

Given to the graduating anthropology major with the highest 
GPA.  Named to honor the pioneering anthropologist who found-
ed the American school of anthropology and laid the groundwork 
for the modern discipline. 

 

 
 

Margaret Mead Award 
 

Whitney M. Hadley  
 

Given to an anthropology major who has provided distinguished 
service to the anthropology program.  Named to honor a major 
figure in the early development of anthropology. 
 
 
 

The Paul Jean Provost Scholarship Award 
 

Whitney M. Hadley, Jenna N. Leichty 
 

Established in 2004 in memory of a long-time professor and 
founder of the department of anthropology.  Given to anthropolo-
gy majors who have completed at least 12 credit hours of anthro-
pology courses. Selection criteria include quality of essay on the 
importance of anthropology, overall anthropology GPA, and ex-
tracurricular activities.  

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.4351155491564836&type=3&uploaded=89
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- Sociology Program 
 

C. Wright Mills Award for Sociology Research 
 

Elaina M. McMullin 
 

Awarded to a junior or senior sociology major who produces an 
original piece of empirical work based on the analysis of primary 
or secondary data. 
 

Arnold O. Olson Award for Excellence in Sociology 
 

Hadley M. Gaff 
 

Award created in honor of Dr. Arnold Olson in 1987 to recog-
nize his contributions to the students, department, and university.  
Awarded to a junior or senior sociology major with a GPA of 3.5 
or above who has demonstrated excellence in their academic 
achievement in sociology. 
 

Alpha Kappa Delta International Sociological Honor  
Society 

 

Deborah H. Braun, Kaylee C. Fairfield, Ann E. Fleck, Harley 
D. Hoffman, Brandon B. Islas, Kristina N. Launer,  

Alyssa M.  Matthews, Elaina M. McMullin 
 

Founded in 1920 as an honor society for sociology majors, a stu-
dent needs to be a sociology major, have achieved junior or sen-
ior standing, and have a GPA of 3.0. 
 

Jane Addams Award for Sociological Practice 
 

Kaylee C. Fairfield 
 

Awarded by department faculty vote to a junior or senior sociol-
ogy major who has engaged in significant and meaningful ap-
plied sociological activity and has completed 18 or more credit 
hours in the sociology program.   
 

 

4 

 
BIOLOGY  
 

 
 
 

Outstanding Senior Biology Major Award 
 

Srikiran Dasari 
 

A plaque awarded by the faculty to senior biology majors exhibit-
ing outstanding academic performance, service to the department, 
and potential for future success. 
 
 
 
 

Honors in Biology 
 

Matthew S. Dunn, Ashely L. Johnson, Srikiran Dasari 
 

For biology majors who have an outstanding GPA, completed in-
dependent research projects, shown superior communication and 
engagement with professors, and participated in an oral presenta-
tion and written thesis of their research. 
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CHEMISTRY  
 

 
CRC Freshman Chemistry Award 

 

Varun V. Shenoy  
 

Handbook of Chemistry and Physics for a freshman chemistry stu-
dent, based on academic achievement in first-year undergraduate 
chemistry.   
 

ACS Division of Physical Chemistry Award 
 

Brandon J. Kimes 
 

Established by the American Chemical Society Division of Physi-
cal Chemistry, this award recognizes outstanding achievement by 
an undergraduate student in physical chemistry and consists of a 
personalized certificate.   
 

 
ACS Division of Organic Chemistry Award 

 

Katelyn R. Tepper 
 

Established by the American Chemical Society Division of Organ-
ic Chemistry, this award recognizes achievement by an undergrad-
uate student in organic chemistry and consists of a personalized 
certificate.   
 

ACS Division of Inorganic Chemistry Award 
 

Brandon J. Kimes 
 

Established by the American Chemical Society Division of   
Inorganic Chemistry, this award recognizes achievement by an un-
dergraduate student in inorganic chemistry and consists of a per-
sonalized certificate.   
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CHEMISTRY (continued) 
 
 

William F. Erbelding Award in Analytical Chemistry 
 

Dillon G. Gagnon 
 

Journal highlights (via email) to Analytical Chemistry and a cer-
tificate for an outstanding student in the analytical chemistry 
course.  Awarded by the American Chemical Society and present-
ed in memory of the late professor of analytical chemistry (1968-
1983). 
 

 
Outstanding Chemistry Major 

 

Brandon J. Kimes 
 

Certificate recognizing leadership, ability, character, and scholas-
tic achievement is presented to top graduating senior selected by 
faculty vote. 
 
 
 

The Ken Stevenson Outstanding Chemistry Major Award 
 

Katelyn R. Tepper 
 

For chemistry majors with academic achievement, chosen by the 
chemistry faculty.  This award is dedicated in fond memory of 
Dr. Ken Stevenson, professor of chemistry at IPFW from 1968 to 
2004. 
 
 
 

Leepoxy Scholarship 
 

Brandom J. Kimes 
 

Scholarship awarded to a student majoring in chemistry.  This 
award, based on outstanding academic achievement, is given by 
Lawrence H. Lee, president and owner of Leepoxy Plastics, Inc. 
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CHEMISTRY (continued) 
 

 
Arthur W. Friedel Scholarship 

 

Madelyn V. Buhr 
 

Scholarships for chemistry majors with academic achievement, 
chosen by the Chemistry Scholarship Committee.  Funded by this 
professor of chemistry who has been on the IPFW faculty since 
1967 and was the 1988 recipient of the Friends of the University 
Outstanding Teacher Award. 

 
 
 
 

David P. Onwood Scholarship 
 

Katelyn R. Tepper 
 
This scholarship is awarded to a junior or senior chemistry major 
specializing in physical chemistry research or with special 
achievement in physical chemistry.  This is an endowed scholar-
ship provided by friends and family of the late professor of chem-
istry (1966-1990). 
 
 

 
 

8 

 
COMMUNICATION  
 

 
Outstanding Service Award 

 

Brandon C. Blumenhurst 
 

Recognizes a student who provided valuable service to the depart-
ment and is selected by faculty nomination and vote.  An appro-
priately-inscribed plaque hangs in the department of communica-
tion office. 
 

Outstanding Academic Achievement Award 
 

Caroline G. Chastain, Claire E. Zettl 
 

Honors a senior with one of the top five academic records in the 
department, recognizes scholastic achievement, is selected by fac-
ulty, and acknowledges the student’s accomplishments. An appro-
priately-inscribed plaque hangs in the department of communica-
tion office. 
 

 Outstanding Graduate Student Award 
 

Chelsea Bihlmeyer 
 

Honors a graduate student’s outstanding achievements that, by her 
or his own contributions, has brought recognition to her– or him-
self, the department, and the university.  An appropriately- in-
scribed plaque hangs in the department of communication office.   
 
 

Outstanding Graduate Student Teaching Assistant Award 
 

Stacy L. Walker 
 

Created by the department of communication’s graduate faculty 
to honor graduate students’ excellence in the classroom and their 
contributions to enriching our basic course.  An appropriately-
inscribed plaque hangs in the department of communication of-
fice.   
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 COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS  
 
 
 

CSD Outstanding Student 
 

Jasmine D. Green 
 

A cash award provided by the department of communication sci-
ences and disorders to a graduating senior who has excelled in 
both scholarship and service, chosen by the CSD faculty.  An 
appropriately-inscribed plaque hangs in the department office. 
  
 
 

Lucille J. Hess Endowed Scholarship in Communication 
Sciences and Disorders 

 

Jaime B. Ryan 
 

Tuition reduction for a junior or senior CSD major with a mini-
mum grade point average of 3.4 overall and of 3.6 in the CSD 
major. Professor Emerita Hess, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, was a member 
of the CSD faculty for over 40 years and Chair of the department 
from 2001 to 2011. An appropriately inscribed plaque hangs in 
the CSD department office. 
 
 

 
Downtown Sertoma — William Doctor/ 

Charles M. Henry, Jr. Scholarship 
 

Georgianna V. Karahalios,  Mackenzie R. Willett 
 

Tuition reduction for a CSD major who demonstrates scholarly 
achievement and financial need.  Funds provided by the Down-
town Sertoma Club of Fort Wayne in honor of two of its de-
ceased founding members, both long-time activists and donors.  
An appropriately-inscribed plaque hangs in the Communication 
Sciences and Disorders department office. 
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COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS (cont.) 
 
 

Anne M. Balentine Foundation Scholarship 
 

Holly G. Anderson 
 

Tuition reduction for junior or senior CSD majors who demon-
strate meritorious scholarship and a career interest in working 
with persons with multiple disabilities.  The Foundation,  estab-
lished by Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Balentine of Bluffton, Indiana, in 
honor of their daughter, Anne (1953-2010), who was severely 
disabled.  An appropriately-inscribed plaque hangs in the CSD 
department office. 
 
 
 
 

Linda L. Ruffolo Endowed Scholarship in CSD 
 

Holly M. Bradtmueller 
 
 

Tuition reduction for a sophomore or above CSD major with a 
commendable academic performance maintaining a 3.0 overall 
and a 3.5 in the CSD major with a preference given to those with 
financial need.  Named posthumously after long-time community 
activist and campus leader Linda Ruffolo, who had an academic 
degree in CSD and who served many years as IPFW’s Director of 
Development. 
 



11 

 

ENGLISH AND LINGUISTICS 

 
Outstanding English Major Award 

 
Hallie M. Nowak 

 

An award for a junior or senior with a GPA of 3.0 or higher with 
notable activity and production in the major selected by faculty 
nomination and vote, is honored on a wall plaque displayed in the 
English department office. 

 
Ethics in Linguistics Award 

 

Ellis E. Hernandez 
 

An award designed to recognize students who demonstrate the 
potential for promoting nonviolence and understanding through 
linguistics.  Nominees must have successfully completed at least 
one course in linguistics and/or the language student concentra-
tion above the introductory level.   

 
Amidon Service Award 

 

Alexandra G. Stieber 
 

An award designed to recognize students who demonstrate excel-
lence in service to the university or to the community.  For con-
sideration, nominees submit a description of their service during 
the academic year and/or service projects completed during the 
academic year.    

 
 Beverly Hume Memorial Award 

 

Rita H. Quinn 
 

This award is designed to distinguish students in the humanities 
whose research best reflects their strong engagement with the 
study of cultural, gender, or environmental issues.  Nominees 
submit a writing sample demonstrating proficiency in one or 
more of these issues. 
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ENGLISH AND LINGUISTICS (continued) 
 
 

                  Sylvia E. Bowman Award 
 

Ella M. Stettner 
 

An award for any PFW undergraduate student author of the best 
essay on literature or the teaching of literature, recognized on a 
wall plaque displayed in the English department office. Endowed 
by PFW faculty and friends in memory of the late    department 
chair during the 1960s and the first chair of the Division of Arts 
and Sciences. 

 
 

  
Henry Kozicki Graduate Writing Award 

 

Alexandra G. Stieber 
 

An award given to the author of the best scholarly essay on litera-
ture, linguistics, rhetoric, or folklore written by a graduate stu-
dent.  The winner’s name is added to a wall plaque displayed near 
the English Department office. 

 
 
 

Rodney Farnsworth English Award 
 

Ellis E. Hernandez 
 

Award for graduate students with a minimum 3.0 GPA designed 
to recognize those who excel in comparative literature studies de-
voted to the humanities, sciences, and mythology as well as queer 
or adaptive theory.  Nominated by faculty, candidates submit 
writing samples that demonstrate proficiency. 
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ENGLISH AND LINGUISTICS (continued) 
 
 

Psi Iota Xi Award for Writing 
 

Hallie M. Nowak 
 

An award for the best short story by an undergraduate with at 
least a 3.0 GPA in English courses.  Winner may also have the 
winning piece published in Confluence.  Funded by the Psi Iota 
Xi Chapter. 

 
 
 

Writing Center Service Awards for Tutoring 
 

Brittney L. Bressler, Angela D. Lassiter 
 

 

This award is given to graduating seniors who have worked as a 
Writing Center Consultant for two or more semesters and have 
earned a 3.5 or higher cumulative GPA. 

 
 

 

 
Carol Roberts Writing Center Consulting Award 

 

Angela D. Lassiter 
 

Named in honor of our founding director, the Award is given to 
remember Carol’s consistent modeling and encouragement of ex-
cellence in thinking and writing across all disciplines. To qualify 
for the award, consultants must be a graduating senior and have 
modeled excellent behavior as a student, consulted in the Writing 
Center for at least two years, served as mentors to new consult-
ants, and undertaken significant leadership roles within the Writ-
ing Center. 
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HISTORY  
 

Outstanding History Senior 
 

Ashley R. Masoner 
 

Academically outstanding history majors pursuing the B.A. re-
ceive a memento and name inscription on a wall plaque displayed 
in the Frederick A. Schminke (1947-1980) conference room. 

 
 

Sharon Alt Piepenbrink Award 
 

Traci L. Henning-Kolberg, Emilie M. McVay 
 

Award to the student writing the best history paper in the past year.  
Established in memory of an outstanding history graduate of the 
1970s. 
 
 

Promising Scholar Award 
 

Emilie M. McVay, Laurel E. Shriner 
 

Award given to history majors who show great potential in the ar-
ea of scholarship based on the high-quality research they carried 
out as undergraduates. 
 

 
Achievement in Public History Award 

 
Traci L. Henning-Kolberg 

 
The award is given to History majors with significant achieve-
ments in the field of Public History. 
 
 

Judie and Ralph Violette History Scholarship 
 

Ashley R. Masoner 
 

Awarded to a student majoring in history who is a junior or  
senior with a minimum GPA of 3.5/4.0 and who has completed at 
least 15 credit hours of course work in the department of history.  
Endowed by Judie and Ralph Violette. 
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INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGE & CULTURE STUDIES  
 
 
 
 

Excellence in Foreign Language Study Awards 
 

Paris M. Meyer-Eliyas (Arabic) 
Anna M. McCullough (French) 

Tyler D. Hildenbrand (Japanese) 
Leah M. Delagrange, Ella M. Stettner (Spanish) 

 

For academic achievement and commitment to foreign language 
study.  Selected by faculty members of each language. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International Studies 
 

Excellence in International Studies 
 

Michael J. Gerardot 
 

Given to a student who demonstrates a mastery of issues cover-
ing a range of disciplines and international topics, evincing a 
keen understanding of an increasingly interdependent world.  

 

16 

 

MATHEMATICAL SCIENCES  
 
 

Maynard J. Mansfield Award 
 

Hang Fey Chan, Linh My Le, Elliot M. Nesler, 

Nguyen V. Nguyen, Rachel L. Ruble 
 

A certificate, books, and a cash award for overall and mathematics 
class performance as well as mathematics-related extracurricular 
activities.  Award established to honor the former chair’s substan-
tial contributions to the department (1963-1988). 
 
 

 
Outstanding Mathematical Sciences Senior Award 

 

Bradley N. Crowe, Duy Anh Do, Corey J. Hudson 

Maxwell D. Masters, Brandon L. Rigdon, Victoria A. Smead 
 

For overall and mathematics class performance as well as mathe-
matics-related extra-curricular activities. 
 
 
 
 

Actuarial Science Award 
 

Hang Fey Chan, Nils E. Hinniger, Ha Le  

Anna Liang, Maxwell D. Masters, Nguyen V. Nguyen  

Rachel L. Ruble, Xiao Yuan  

 
The Actuarial Science Award was established by the Department 
of Mathematical Sciences in partnership with the multi-national 
insurance company Swiss Re. The award supports successful 
completion of actuarial exams. 
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MATHEMATICAL SCIENCES (continued) 
 

 
Lowell W. Beineke Mathematics Scholarship 

 

Elliot M. Nesler, Victoria A. Smead 
 

Awarded to a math major with at least sophomore class standing 
and a GPA of 3.0 or higher. Preference given to merit.  Funds for 
the endowment contributed to honor the internationally renowned 
professor of mathematics who has been a member of the IPFW 
faculty since 1965 and in 1986 became the first to hold the Jack 
W. Schrey named professorship. 

 
 

Alumni Scholarship 
 

Samuel D. Brown, Anna R. Burg 

Faith C. Rollins, Rachel L. Ruble 
 

Sponsored by alumni of the PFW Department of Mathematical 
Sciences, the scholarship supports an undergraduate student for 
up to four years of their study towards a Mathematics degree. 
 
 

Graduate Alumni Scholarship 
 

Jeremy A. Nally 
 

This is a newly instituted counterpart to the (undergraduate) 
Alumni Scholarship. Sponsored by alumni of the PFW Depart-
ment of Mathematical Sciences, the scholarship supports a gradu-
ate student for up to two years of their study towards an MS in 
Mathematics degree. 
 

Frank D. Engler Scholarship 
 

Lily J. Sinn 
 

Awarded to a math major with at least a sophomore class stand-
ing and a GPA of 3.0 or higher.  Preference given to merit. 
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MATHEMATICAL SCIENCES (continued) 
 
 
 

Maynard J. Mansfield Scholarship 
 

Casey A. Cornett, Nguyen V. Nguyen, Jacob N. Rife 
 

Named for one of the original faculty who moved Purdue’s 
downtown location to the present campus, Prof. Mansfield 
served IPFW for more than 30 years including service as math 
chair, computer science chair and later as dean of ETCS.  This 
scholarship was established in his memory after his passing in 
early 2015. 

 
 
 

David Legg Scholarship 
 

Giang Hoang Triet Le, Linh My Le 
 

Named for a professor who spent 40 years at IPFW, including 12 
years as chair of the math department, until he passed away in 
2014.  Professor Legg was admired and respected by all for his 
significant contributions to teaching, research and service and 
especially his efforts to keep the university running smoothly. 
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POLITICAL SCIENCE 
 
 

Sally A. Merrill Outstanding  
Political Science Major Award 

 
Teddy M. Mekianov 

 

Award given to the graduating senior with the highest grade-point 
average.  Named to honor the associate professor (1968-1978). 

 
Barbara L. Blauvelt Service Award 

 
Brian R. Blackwell, Brandon C. Blumenherst 

 
Cash award to a political science major for the significant contri-
butions to the department, campus, or community.  Chosen by the 
department faculty and named to honor the department secretary  
for her many years of service (1970-2014). 

 
The Ulmschneider Prize Fall 2019 

 
Brandon C. Blumenherst, Garett T. Chrisman 

Alexandra M. Denning, Caleb M. Hain 

Spencer W. Myers, April Rivas 
 

The Ulmschneider Prize was created by local philanthropist Mark 
D. Ulmschneider to recognize students majoring in the Depart-
ment of Political Science.  The Prize is designed to reward hard-
working students with potential to make outstanding contribu-
tions to the department, the university, and the community. 

 
Thomas J. Wyss Scholarship 

 
La’Kendra N. Deitche 

 

Endowed scholarships for political science major who has com-
pleted 60 credit hours from an accredited Indiana institution, has a 
minimum GPA of 2.0 with a GPA of 3.0 in the last 15 credit 
hours, and demonstrates financial need.  Preference given to those 
who attended an Allen County high school, particularly South 
Side high school. 
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PSYCHOLOGY 
 
 

Outstanding Senior in Psychology Award 
 

Eryk L. Johnson 
 

This award encompasses outstanding academic performance as 
well as involvement in department/campus/community service 
and in research or clinical applications. 
 
 

Senior Excellence in Psychology Award 
 

Jacob M. Billman, Jillian R. Brown,  

Angela M. Howard, Elana J. Kayser, Sophia M. Manco  

Elaina M. McMullin, Marcus R. Thomas 
 

This award honors students who have shown academic excel-
lence, as well as involvement in either the campus or the com-
munity.   
 
 

Junior Excellence Award 
  

Carolyn E. Pang, Patrick W. Waddell 
 
This award is given to a junior psychology major to recognize 
both academic excellence and involvement outside the class-
room in research or application. 

 
 
 

Josh Gerow Memorial Award 
 

Rachel L. Delaney 
 

This award honors a founding member of the department who 
had a great passion for teaching.  It is given each year to a psy-
chology student who has shown a special interest in teaching 
and who has served as an undergraduate teaching assistant. 
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WOMEN’S STUDIES 
 
 
 

Women’s Studies Outstanding Research Essay Prize 
 

Patrick W. Waddell 
 

Supported through Community of Friends of Women’s Studies, 
this prize recognizes the best research paper written by a student 
in a women’s studies class. 
 
 
 
 
The Barbara Babcock Hershberger & Betty Davis Schmidt 
Endowed Memorial Scholarship  
 

Rose M. Antrim 
 

This scholarship seeks to provide for the continued growth of the 
Women’s Studies Program and to sustain the study of social is-
sues in Allen County while memorializing the donors’ mothers, 
who were advocates for women’s and social justice issues 
through several organizations, including Jane Addams, Planned 
Parenthood of Indiana/Kentucky, the Allen County Democratic 
Party and the Wayne Township Trustees Office. 

22 

 

THE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 
 
 

Robert E. Wise Scholarships 
 

Brandon J. Kimes (CHM), Chad P. Shreeve (PSY)  
 
Two scholarships, one awarded to a student in Biology, Chemis-
try, Mathematical Sciences, or Physics, the other to a student in 
Communication Sciences and Disorders, Communication, Philos-
ophy, or Psychology, with GPAs of 3.5 or higher and with a mini-
mum of 60 credits in arts and sciences courses.  Names engraved 
on a plaque displayed outside the college office.  Endowed by the 
professor emeritus of physics (1948-1982). 

 
 
 
 

Van Coufoudakis Scholarship 
 

Teddy M. Mekianov (POLS) 
 

Awarded to a student majoring in the humanities or social scienc-
es who has completed at least 30 credit hours in Arts and Sciences  
with a cumulative GPA of 3.50 or higher.  Endowed by gifts to 
honor Van Coufoudakis, Professor Emeritus of Political Science 
and Dean Emeritus of the College of Arts and Sciences. 
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Candidates for Graduation With Highest Distinction 
 

In addition to having at least 65 resident credits in the calculation of 
their graduation GPA, baccalaureate candidates for graduation with 

distinction must have a minimum graduation GPA of 3.95. 
 

Alayna G. Bailey (GNST) 
 

Zachary J. Baker (ENGL) 
 

Allyson E. Barton (ENGL)  
 

Keagan R. Biddle (GNST) 
 

Jillian R. Brown (ENGL & PSY) 
 

Hang Fey Chan (MATH) 
 

Srikiran Dasari (BIOL & A.S. in Chemical Methods) 
 

Kreigh K. Elzey (BIOL) 
 

Linh M. Le (MATH) 
 

Teddy M. Mekianov (POLS) 
 

Cassidy D. Merkle (ANTH) 
 

Elliot M. Nesler (MATH) 
 

Rachel L. Ruble (MATH) 
 

Leah N. Schroeder (BIOL) 
 

Samantha G. Stairhime (ANTH) 
 

Maria J. Till (PSY) 
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Candidates for Graduation With Distinction 

 

In addition to having at least 65 resident credits in the calculation of 
their graduation GPA, baccalaureate candidates for graduation with 

distinction must have a minimum graduation GPA of 3.80. 
 

Liam P. Carolan (PHYS)  

Kaylee C. Fairfield (PSY/SOC) 

Hadley M. Gaff (SOC)  

Vanessa P. Gibson (ENGL) 

Tze Wan Goh (ENGL)  

Jasmine D. Green (CSD) 

Lauren A. Hampton (CSD)  

Ashley L. Johnson (BIOL) 

Brandon J. Kimes (CHM) 

Hayley V. King (ENGL/WOST) 

Maureen S. Logan (COM)  

Ashley R. Masoner (HIST) 

Maxwell D. Masters (MATH) 

Elaina M. McMullin (SOC/PSY) 

Brianna N. Ruby (BIOL & A.S. in Chemical Methods) 

Nayeli Zamora (CSD) 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL  

 

OUR OUTSTANDING 

  

STUDENTS! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more details and highlights of our  
students, please click here.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.4351155491564836&type=3&uploaded=89

